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ROP: Cleaning and Low-Level Disinfection of 
Medical Equipment

ROP Statement:
Teams ensure medical equipment is cleaned and low-level 
disinfected to minimize cross-contamination and mitigate the 
risk of transmission of health care associated infections. 

• Accreditation Canada introduced this new ROP in 2024.
• Multi-use, non-critical equipment has been linked to 

increased infection risk when not properly cleaned 
between uses (source: IPAC Canada - Cleaning and Disinfection of Non-Critical Multi-Use Equipment)
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Medical Equipment 
Definition
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- Non-invasive medical apparatus, appliance or material used in the 
provision of care

- Equipment that comes in contact with patient’s intact skin.
   Examples include:

o wheelchairs, IV poles, blood pressure cuffs, stethoscopes, commodes

 



All users must perform these 3 
checks prior to using medical 
equipment
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 Perform a visual inspection of the 
equipment prior to use for contamination

 Ensure the equipment is labelled clean.

 Ensure the equipment has been stored in 
the "clean" designated area

   



Who is Responsible for Cleaning and 
Disinfecting Medical Equipment?

Point-of-Care Use Equipment
 Examples: Glucometers, Vital Signs 

Monitors

 The staff member who has used the 
medical equipment is responsible to 
clean and disinfect it after use.
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Shared Medical Equipment
Examples: IV Pumps, Bladder Scanners, 

Wheelchairs, Portable Monitors

Each unit must designate who is 
responsible for cleaning and disinfecting 
shared equipment.

 Each unit must clearly communicate 
who is responsible for cleaning and 
disinfecting shared equipment.



Personal Protective Equipment

Personal protective equipment should be chosen based on a personal risk 
assessment.
Use…

 Gloves – When handling cleaning or disinfecting products.

 Eye Protection – If splashing or spraying may occur.

 Gown/Protective Clothing – When there is potential for skin or clothing contamination.

 Mask/Respiratory Protection – If required by the product label, SDS, or organizational 
policy.
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Only these Approved Products can be used 
to clean equipment

Oxivir/Oxivir TB
(Most commonly used 

product)
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Rescue
(Only to be used with diarrheal 

illness or C.difficile)

Cavi Wipes 
(Dialysis/ Public Health 

Dental Only)



Contact Time 
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Each cleaning and disinfecting product has a 
specific contact time. 

Contact time is the amount of required time the 
product must have contact with the medical 
equipment to effectively kill organisms.



Education 

- Education on cleaning and low-level disinfection must occur:
- During orientation
- When products or processes change
- Annually

- The location of Safety Data Sheets should be known to all staff
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Equipment 
Status Stoplight 
System
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This system uses colours to help identify the 
two areas required for cleaning and 
disinfecting medical equipment. 

Red indicating the equipment has been used 
and requires cleaning and disinfecting.

Green indication the area where clean 
medical equipment is stored and ready to use.



New Signage
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Monitoring by Infection Prevention and Control

The following methods of monitoring will be implemented:

- observational audits to assess compliance
- analysis and trending of patient safety incidents 
- monitoring the number of employees who have completed their education
- feedback from teams on organization’s procedure
- feedback from teams on continuous learning activities

Audit results will be shared with frontline staff to gather feedback.

12



Certificate of Completion

To capture you have completed this online module:

1) Print off and fill in the Certificate of Completion located on the staff 
resource centre.

2) Password for the certificate is IPAC2026
3) Submit the certificate to your supervisor or manager.
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