
 
 

 
PROVINCIAL LABORATORY SERVICES 

COMMUNIQUÉ 
 

TO: Pediatricians, Health PEI Labour & Delivery Units, Clinical Educators/Instructors, 
and Health PEI Hospital Laboratories 

FROM:   Clinical Chemistry Services 

DATE: June 1, 2015 

RE: NEW PERINATAL DRUG TESTING SERVICES – MECONIUM & HAIR 

 
Toronto MotherRisk Drug Testing Laboratory (MDTL) at the Hospital for Sick Children 
suspended all non-research operations on March 5th 2015.  The United States Drug Testing 
Laboratories Inc. (USDTL) has been selected as an interim provider. 
 
USDTL is a CLIA-certified drug testing lab with particular focus areas Perinatal and Forensic 
Drug Testing.  USDTL is inspected and accredited by both CAP in Forensic Drug Testing and by 
the State of New York as a Forensic Laboratory. 
 
Drug tests are available for meconium and hair – see Tables 2 and 3. 
 

• Fees are indicated in Canadian dollars (CD$) inclusive of currency exchange. 
 

• Please note that services are not identical to those previously available from MDTL.  The 
comparison of USDTL and MDTL test services is presented in Table 1 to assist in the 
selection of tests. 
 

• All USDTL tests require a Chain of Custody.  Chain of custody documents and 
instructions will be provided by the lab. 
 

• Specimen collection instructions and containers will be provided by the lab. 
 
 
Attachments: 

• Table 1 – Comparing New Offerings to Previous Offerings 
• Table 2 – Drug Panel Constituents 
• Table 3 – Perinatal Meconium and Newborn Hair Tests Offered 
• Meconium Collection Instructions 
• Hair Collection Instructions 

 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 
Louise Farrar, BSc MLT 
Chief Technologist Clinical Chemistry QEH 
902-894-2317 lafarrar@ihis.org 
 

 
http://www.healthpei.ca/laboratoryservices 

mailto:lafarrar@ihis.org
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Table 1: Comparing New Offerings to Previous Offerings 

Information from United States Drug Testing Laboratories Inc 
May 2015 

 

 

 

 
 
Table 2: Drug Panel Constituents 
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Table 3: Perinatal Meconium and Newborn Hair 

 

 

 

 
 

1 Includes confirmation of positives 
2 Refer to Table 2 for Panel Constituents 
3 Phosphatidylethanol (PEth) is a direct biomarker of ethanol 
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