Provincial Integrated Palliative Care Program Newsletter
Happy New Year!

Dear Colleagues,
It is with great eagerness that we enter 2022. Of significance will be the wrap up of our “Early
Integration of Palliative Care” project in March and all of the great work this project has accomplished
around building provider competency in palliative care: LEAP training; Provincial Palliative Pain and
Symptom Assessment Policy; new clinical tools for early identification of palliative care. The year will
also see the implementation of the NEW Canadian Interdisciplinary Palliative Care Competency
Framework launched last August by the Canadian Partnership Against Cancer in partnership with the
Canadian Society of Palliative Care Physicians (CSPCP). This framework establishes a minimum national
standard for palliative care in Canada and will be used by our Program to strengthen palliative care
practice across care settings in the following areas.
Accreditation
Palliative Care Strategies
Provincial Frameworks
Development of Competencies
Education Curriculum
Rolling Out Self-assessments
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Hiring /staff Orientation
Professional Learning Journey

Work has ready begun to embed
competencies within education curriculum
 Competencies shared with the Canadian
Society for Palliative Care Physicians
(CSPCP) Undergraduate Education
Committee and the CSPCP Postgraduate
Education Committee
 Canadian Palliative Care Nursing
Association (CPCNA) interested in
advocating for embedding the
Framework in university
programs/curriculum and exams

Awareness

In December, we introduced our New Provincial Palliative Support Program, an outpatient palliative care
service provided at the Provincial Palliative Care Centre. This program is designed for individuals who are not
currently enrolled in our Program who are facing a life-limiting illness to live more fully, better understand and
learn to manage their symptoms while remaining at home. It is also designed for caregivers who are seeking
to help support these individuals to remain at home. Additional information about the Program can be found
at https://src.healthpei.ca/palliative-care.
On behalf of the Provincial Program, I wish all of you Health, Happiness and Prosperity in 2022!
Mireille Lecours, MD CCFP(PC) FCFP
Provincial Palliative Care Medical Consultant
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