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TOXIC ALCOHOL SPECIMEN REQUEST/HANDLING  
 
Purpose: Describe the decision-making process and specimen handling for toxic alcohol requests. 
   

 
Related Documents: 
 PRCURI150 Urinalysis Microscopic Procedure 
 PRCURI140 Urinalysis Biochemical Procedure 
 QECREF152 Toxic Alcohol Specimen Request & Handling Procedure 
 QECREF120 Transport of Laboratory STAT Samples to Halifax Referral Labs 
  
 

Request for Toxic Alcohol(s)
(Methanol / Ethylene Glycol / Isopropanol)

Is a
 Urinalysis & 
Microscopic 

ordered?

Determine 
Osmolar & Anion 

Gap

Request specimen 
and order from 

patient care area

Osmol Gap ≤ 10
Anion Gap ≤ 12

Osmol Gap > 10 
Anion Gap > 12

Cancel test with 
Canned Comment ME1Subtract Ethanol from Osmol Gap

Osmol Gap ≤ 10 Cancel test with Canned 
Comment ME2 & insert valuesOsmol Gap > 10

CALL ORDERING PHYSICIAN:

• Patient Results/Condition – i.e. critical/stable/IP/being 
transferred/dialysis?

• Inform of testing and transportation options
• Send it out?  When?
• Ordering physician must call the appropriate site & lead on call 

(see below) for permission to send STAT or delay transport until 
morning

Permission 
for STAT 
transport?

Prepare & transport 
specimen STAT

Does the 
ordering physician 

want it sent 
STAT?

Prepare & store specimen 
for routine transport in am

NO

SPECIMEN TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS
• Air $300 (no flights after 1930 hours
• Taxi $500 Yellow Cab (566-6666)
• Purolator Mon to Fri before 1500 hours 

arriving next day by 0900 hours
• Transfer with patient 
• Maritime Bus

TOXIC ALCOHOL SPECIMEN/REQUEST HANDLING PROCESS

Will the 
specimen arrive 
in Halifax during 
normal working 

hours?

ER to call Halifax Clinical 
Chemist on Call for Permission

Osmol Gap > 10
Anion Gap  ≤ 12

Osmol Gap ≤ 10
Anion Gap  > 12

CIS ADDS 
OSMOL GAP

Perform Urinalysis & 
Microscopic

YES YES

NO

NO YES


