
 

PEI Biosimilar Initiative 

Biosimilar Resources for Health Care Providers 
 

• General information: 
o Biosimilar biologic drugs in Canada: Fact Sheet  
o Handbook for healthcare professionals on biosimilar biologic drugs  
o CADTH - Biosimilar Drugs (Health Care Provider information)  
o MedSask Biosimilar Resources  
 

• International References: 
o Biosimilars in the EU - Information guide for healthcare professionals  
o International Coalition of Medicine Regulatory Authorities (ICMRA) statement about confidence in 

biosimilar products (for health care providers) 
o Statement on the scientific rationale supporting interchangeability of biosimilar medicines in the EU 
 

• Switching studies: 
o Switching Reference Medicines to Biosimilars: A Systematic Literature Review of Clinical Outcomes 
o The Efficacy, Safety, and Immunogenicity of Switching Between Reference Biopharmaceuticals and 

Biosimilars: A Systematic Review 
o NOR-SWITCH study: non-medical switching for all indications, originator infliximab to biosimilar  
o Rapid monitoring of health services use following a policy to switch patients from originator to 

biosimilar etanercept—a cohort study in British Columbia  
 

• Provincial Biosimilar Initiatives: 
o Alberta Biosimilar Initiative  
o British Columbia Biosimilars Initiative  
o New Brunswick Biosimilars Initiative 
o Newfoundland Biosimilar Initiative  
o Nova Scotia Biosimilar Initiative  
o Ontario Biosimilar Initiative  
o Saskatchewan Biosimilars Initiative  

 
• Professional Education 

o University of Toronto (delivered through edX platform) 
 Developed by leading researchers, clinicians and people with lived experience from across 

Canada, these online courses will help patients, caregivers, and health care professionals enrich 
their knowledge and skills related to biologics, including biosimilars.  We have created two 
streams for these courses with the Audit Stream being offered completely free of charge and 
the Professional Certificate Stream offered for approximately $200 (Foundations and Advanced 
courses). The professional stream is fully accredited by professional accreditation groups for 
nursing, pharmacy and medicine in Canada. 

 Foundations of Originator and Biosimilar Biologics: for Patients and Caregivers  
 Advanced Knowledge and Skills of Originator and Biosimilar Biologics: For Health Care Providers  
 Professional Certificate Stream  

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/biologics-radiopharmaceuticals-genetic-therapies/applications-submissions/guidance-documents/fact-sheet-biosimilars.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/biologics-radiopharmaceuticals-genetic-therapies/biosimilar-biologic-drugs/handbook-healthcare-professionals.html
https://www.cadth.ca/sites/default/files/pdf/biosimilar_drugs_professional_en.pdf
https://medsask.usask.ca/professional-practice/biosimilars-in-Saskatchewan
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/documents/leaflet/biosimilars-eu-information-guide-healthcare-professionals_en.pdf
https://www.icmra.info/drupal/sites/default/files/2019-07/ICMRA_statement_about_confidence_in_biosimilar_product_HCP.PDF
https://www.icmra.info/drupal/sites/default/files/2019-07/ICMRA_statement_about_confidence_in_biosimilar_product_HCP.PDF
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/documents/public-statement/statement-scientific-rationale-supporting-interchangeability-biosimilar-medicines-eu_en.pdf
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40265-018-0881-y
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32236956/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32236956/
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)30068-5/fulltext
https://rdcu.be/c963n
https://rdcu.be/c963n
https://www.alberta.ca/biosimilar-drugs.aspx
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/prescribers/biosimilars-initiative-health-professionals
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/health/MedicarePrescriptionDrugPlan/NBDrugPlan/biosimilars.html
https://www.gov.nl.ca/hcs/prescription/biosimilars/
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/pharmacare/information-for-prescribers-about-biosimilars.asp
https://www.ontario.ca/page/get-coverage-prescription-drugs#section-6
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/residents/health/prescription-drug-plans-and-health-coverage/extended-benefits-and-drug-plan/biosimilars
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edx.org%2Fcourse%2Ffoundations-in-biosimilars-and-biologics&data=05%7C01%7Cbeebradley%40ihis.org%7C02470ac4425f4e589e0708db4669c725%7Cc86b09eb7ad74aa29d8298a45bd8ec19%7C0%7C0%7C638181192351381791%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Vpk75ZHiNm%2BpTToifA4raBykM5%2F92QHYjjoZrajshkM%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edx.org%2Fcourse%2Fadvanced-skills-for-the-use-of-biosimilars-and-biologics&data=05%7C01%7Cbeebradley%40ihis.org%7C02470ac4425f4e589e0708db4669c725%7Cc86b09eb7ad74aa29d8298a45bd8ec19%7C0%7C0%7C638181192351381791%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lNvIGcnWNq2HbTTUobP7NtW3%2Fae9HQmR8lHvkjhv72Q%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edx.org%2Fprofessional-certificate%2Funiversity-of-torontox-originator-and-biosimilar-biologics-for-patients-and-healthcare-providers%3Findex%3Dproduct%26queryID%3Dbe9946f30fb7c22303f035ded6e2ee38%26position%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Cbeebradley%40ihis.org%7C02470ac4425f4e589e0708db4669c725%7Cc86b09eb7ad74aa29d8298a45bd8ec19%7C0%7C0%7C638181192351381791%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f7A32o%2FJQzWcwvNFEk%2BYbwbSLEzkhHfFrhIyDFB8m0s%3D&reserved=0

